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July 14th 2020 

 

Dear parents/carers, 

 

As you will no doubt be aware, the state government has reintroduced level 3 restrictions to 

assist with the control of the spread of COVID- 19, which means that schools in the Greater 

Melbourne Metropolitan Zone and in Mitchell Shire will return to remote learning as from 

Monday July 20th until August 19th at least. We now have a significantly more serious health 

emergency than was previously the case when the first round of remote learning was put in 

place at the commencement of term 2. 

 

This week, students have had their term 2 vacation extended by an additional week and school 

staff have been provided with 5 pupil free days in order to prepare for remote learning. At 

Seaford Primary School there will be a number of changes to the way in which Remote 

Learning took place in term 2.  

 

In order to maintain the sense that even though they may not be physically at school, each day 

from Monday to Friday is a school day. Irrespective of the grade level, all students will be 

expected to log on through WebEx at 9 a.m each day. Children will be expected to be wearing 

school uniform (except for Fridays). The first WebEx meeting will enable the teachers to mark 

the roll, to have a chat with the class, for the children to see each other and say “Hi” and for 

the teacher to explain the “flow of the day” – the activities that will be presented, the learning 

intention and success criteria of each activity and to answer any questions that the students may 

have. By 9:30, children will have started their literacy block. Please note that all activities will 

be loaded onto SeeSaw which will continue to be the remote learning platform that the school 

will use. (Please see important information re SeeSaw below)  

 

Literacy activities involving Reading and Writing as well as either a Spelling, Grammar or 

Punctuation activity will be expected to be completed by 11 a.m. each day. At 11 o’clock 

children will take a half hour break and are expected to be accessing their numeracy activity at 

11:30. The numeracy block will be for a maximum of 1 hour. For students in years 3 – 6 there 

will be another whole class WebEx meeting where teachers and students will discuss the 

morning’s activities, and be provided with an overview of what options there will be for  the 

afternoon session from 2 – 3:30. Teachers may use WebEx as a means to have small group 

tuition during the literacy and/or numeracy block and your child will be advised as to when 

their sessions will be. 

 

At 1:00, the children will take a lunch break and, in the afternoons across the week,  will be 

provided with a range of activities that relate to the areas of Art, Phys Ed, Science, Technology, 

Inquiry, Indonesian and Mindfulness. 

 

 
 

‘from reality we gain 

understanding’ 
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Fridays will be a little different. The day will start at 9 with a WebEx meeting and when this is 

completed the remainder of the day will be to catch up on any work not completed or to do 

home based activities which could be play based, student led learning etc. Fridays can be a free 

dress day.  

 

In order for your child to complete the tasks assigned and to keep a record of them, the school 

is making available some exercise books for your child to use. We ask that you come to the 

school on Friday of this week between 9 and 3:30 to collect these books.  

 

Important Information about SeeSaw. To enable us all to get the best out of SeeSaw we 

need all parents to provide the classroom teacher with their current email address. This will 

allow us to set up a SeeSaw account linked to your child’s account and enable closer 

communication with you. Please also note that this link will mean that we no longer need to 

have parents to be able to make comment on their child’s work as parents can comment if 

needed on the parent portal. It is also an opportunity for you to post a request for your child’s 

teacher to contact you if required. In the current remote learning situation, teachers and support 

staff will not make as regular contact with you as was the case in the last remote program unless 

you request it.   

 

It is recognised that there will be parents who are working and who are unable to make other 

arrangements for their child to be supervised. If this is your situation attached to this 

communication is a copy of the On Site Attendance Application Form, (also available on 

school’s website under the Corona Virus Update Tab). For me to accept your application you 

will need to fulfil one or more of the criteria as set down by the Department of Education. 

 

The Department’s criteria is as follows: 

 children of parents/carers who are working and cannot make suitable arrangements to 

supervise children at home, including children of teachers in government schools who 

are required to return to work on-site  

 vulnerable students, including: 

o children in out-of-home-care 

o children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family Services to be at risk of 

harm 

o children identified by the school as vulnerable (including via referral from a 

family violence agency, homelessness or youth justice service, mental health 

or other health service, and children with a disability). 

 

If you believe that you fit the Department of Education’s criteria and you wish to apply for 

your child to attend school in order to access the Remote Learning Program, please complete 

and return to school no later than Thursday of each week for the following week. For next week 

I will need to have received these no later than 4pm on Thursday July 16th. Please either scan 

or take a photo of a completed form and send to the school’s email address: 

seaford.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Please note that the work that the students attending the school will be doing is identical to 

what their classmates will be doing remotely, and supervision will be provided by rostered 

teachers and support staff throughout the day.  
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The government has also introduced mandatory temperature checks of all students who come 

into the school. If the child’s temperature is 37.5 degrees or more then you will be contacted 

and asked to collect your child. It is a condition of your child attending on site learning that in 

the event they are unwell you will be able to make arrangements for your child to be collected 

from school. 

 

In week 3 of this term, commencing Monday July 27th, parent/teacher interviews will be 

arranged at a time and via a remote platform that suits both the parent and the teacher.  

 

On Wednesday of this week, your child’s teacher will contact you by phone. Teachers will ask 

you: 

 Do you need to borrow a school device to enable access to both WebEx and SeeSaw? 

 Do you have access to the Internet? 

 Do you still have your child’s log in codes to all of the on line sites we use? 

 To provide your email address if this has not already been provided to your child’s 

teacher 

 Would you have a preference for hard copies of work sheets rather than on line activities 

and if so to arrange for the collection and drop off of these each week? 

 To check your availability to attend the school this Friday to collect your child’s work 

books. 

 

Whilst the current situation is not ideal and certainly isn’t anyone’s preference, by working 

together we can make it a positive experience for our children, so I ask that you provide as 

much support as you can for your child, that you keep the lines of communication open between 

home and school, that you remain confident that we are all doing as much as we can to provide 

an effective program of instruction and that you know that we are always here to help if you 

need any additional support or advice. Whilst each child’s academic development is high on 

our agenda, the mental health of all members of our school community is our highest priority.  

 

Regards 

Michael Browne 

(Principal)   

 

 

 

 


