
From the principal’s desk 

Once again I am writing to you to outline some changes that have been put in place as a result of the new 

restrictions, now that we have entered into stage 4.   

On Tuesday, our whole staff worked via WebEx to develop a consistent approach in the delivery of curriculum 

for the period that we are in stage 4 lock down- at least until the end of this term. For every grade the day will 

start with children in school uniform, logging onto a WebEx meeting where there will be a morning chat, a roll 

call and the class teacher will take the children through what we call a “flow of the day”. This will be followed 

by a whole grade mini lesson on an aspect of the literacy program – it could be a reading comprehension 

activity, or something to do with writing, or spelling, grammar or punctuation. Most children will then log on to 

their SeeSaw account and work through the literacy activities. Each day the teacher will retain a small group 

who will complete a targeted literacy activity – each child will have one of these sessions each week.  

From 11:00 – 11:30 the children will need to take their break, and if they can get outside for a period of time, 

that would be helpful for them to refresh for the next session.  

At 11:30 children should once again log onto WebEx where their teacher will provide a mini lesson on the 

day’s numeracy focus. Once this is completed the students will once again access their SeeSaw for their 

mathematics activity. Some classes will set up a WebEx meeting at 12:30 for students to drop in if they have 

any questions or concerns. They can also send messages to their teacher as a feature of SeeSaw. For 

students who have additional needs they will be further supported by a designated educational support staff 

member.  

In the afternoon children will be encouraged to use their time to complete activities related to other areas of 

the curriculum such as Indonesian, Art, Phys Ed, Mindfulness, The Leader in Me etc.  

For children in the Language Unit, they will all be doing their on-line learning with Julia, Jo C, Kelly, Jane S 

and Mrs Reardon in the first session but should then log on at 11:30 for their class mathematics WebEx 

meeting. For children in Foundation their literacy and numeracy sessions may alternate between the first and 

the second session each day.  

Some children will be happy to do more than others and may want to do more than is provided whereas other 

students will be more reluctant to complete a great deal. It is important that their learning environment is as 

relaxed as possible, so please do not put undue pressure on them to complete absolutely everything. In 

primary school the advice from the department remains the same, and that is that no more than 3 – 3 ½ hrs 

per day in remote learning is recommended.  

Please be aware that all staff are working extremely hard in running the WebEx sessions – including the 

general and targeted on line lessons - are viewing and either approving or pushing back up to a hundred 

student posts each day, planning and assigning work for the next day as well as responding to student queries 

etc. And on some days they are also on site supervising students in attendance. My advice to them is that they 

do not have to make comment on each and every task and often a teacher may provide some direct feedback 

in a subsequent WebEx meeting. For a child’s work to appear in their journal it must have been first seen by 

the teacher in order for it to be approved. From my perspective and hopefully yours as well, I would much 

prefer a teacher to reduce the amount of time commenting on student work in order to maintain face to face 

contact with children and to ensure that all planning and teaching is done thoroughly so that the needs of all 

students are met. 

For a very few number of students of parents who are designated as being Permitted to Work and who have 

a signed form from their employers, and who have not been able to make alternative arrangements,  their 

learning will take place at school, but the learning will be identical to that provided to the children working off-

site. A small number of staff will be on site to provide supervision to these students. Either Robyn or I, and 



 

sometimes both, will be on site and Erica will be in attendance on most days, so you will always be able to 

contact the school should you need to.  

Our Building Program is progressing well. All demolition and most earth works have now been completed 

which is a great relief to our neighbors. The slab and frame of the new student toilets is complete and currently 

the formwork for the slabs for the admin extension, the multi purpose room and the Art Craft facility are being 

completed with the expectation that the slab will be poured very soon. Our official school photographer, Sue 

Dickson will continue to take photos and upload them on to our website to keep you up to date with the progress.  

It is my belief that the new stage 4 restrictions will limit the number of tradespeople that can be on site at any 

one time which may push out the estimated time for completion, but no official advice has been received to 

this point.  

The restrictions continue to impact on normal school operations, and a number of events will be postponed or 

cancelled as a result. For this term these include our August Book Fair, Foundation 2021 transition program, 

Colour Fun Run, District Athletics Carnival and sadly our annual school concert. Depending on to what extent 

restrictions are eased beyond this term, planned events such as our school camps, F- 4 swimming program 

may also be in jeopardy. Our school photos have been changed until November, so it is hoped that this can 

still go ahead.  

Keeping positive is the most important (but sometimes hardest) thing to do. Being confident that if everyone 

does the right thing, sticks by the guidelines and the advice of the experts and follows the new rules and 

regulations then we will get through this much more quickly than if we didn’t. Now more than ever we need to 

be following the Seven Habits and implementing the resilience strategies that we have been promoting in the 

past three years.  

Regards 

Michael  

 

  



 

 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 

Students with Disability (NCCD) 

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 

Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already 

available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative 

requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in 

line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).  

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes: 

 year of schooling 

 category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional 

 level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, 

supplementary, substantial or extensive. 

This information assists schools to: 

 formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools  

 consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools 

 develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve educational 

outcomes for students with disability. 

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly for 

the support of students with disability. The school provides data to the Australian Government in such a way 

that no individual student is able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. 

All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal 

information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy 

Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy). 

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au). 
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