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Dear parents 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for all of the work that you are doing in supporting 

both your children and the school in our remote learning program. Many thanks also for your 

understanding that this is as new to us as teachers as it is to you and your children, and it has been a 

huge learning curve with lots of trials and modifications to the program as we learn what is “best 

practice” in these times. We  acknowledge that many parents have more than one child to support, 

and that for some families this includes pre school age children who can be very demanding of your 

time. Many parents are trying to juggle all of this whilst still working from home themselves. The work 

that you are doing each and every day at home with your child enables the school to do what it needs 

to do. Without your support it would all fall apart, so from us to you – THANK YOU.  

This week we have moved to the full See Saw for Schools program which provides enhanced features 

which teachers are learning how best to incorporate into their program. We now have WebEx 

Meetings – an on line conferencing tool which is fully approved by the department due to its security 

and privacy measures. Most teachers by now will have started using this to connect more personally 

to their students and I hope that this will be an added feature for each and every child.  

Teachers are now working together to see how both of these resources will enhance the teaching and 

learning program when we are back in our face to face mode.  

As with classroom teaching there is no “one size fits all” and teachers are very adept in modifying and 

adjusting requirement to the needs and abilities of each child on the spot (though most of these are 

already planned as teachers know their students well). This is not quite so easy in the remote 

environment where parents may take on this role by reducing (or increasing) the amount of work that 

children do, and supplementing the program with some home learning tasks. Many of our students 

are thriving in this environment, though others are finding it quite challenging. Students and parents 

are being supported by classroom teachers, educational support staff and the school’s student welfare 

team. If you are not receiving the support that you need please let us know.  

With each state having a different outlook on how and when each is going to return to ‘normal’, the 

official word in Victoria from the premier and the Department of Education, acting on the advice of 

the Chief Health Officer, is that Victorian Schools will remain in the remote learning mode for all of 

term 2. Further announcements may come after this week’s National Cabinet Meeting. Whatever 

decisions are made, please be confident that we will continue to do the very best we can to support 

your child’s learning and to provide a smooth and safe  transition back to school when the time comes 

and we know that you will continue to support us through this time.  

 
 

‘from reality we gain 

understanding’ 
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When you do return to school you will notice the relocation of the school crossing on the McKenzie 

Street side of the school. This is now close to the gate at the basketball court. Please make sure that 

your child uses this crossing both before and after school if using this side of the school.  It is my 

understanding that this crossing will be unsupervised but the flags will be displayed. We will continue 

to provide yard supervision before and after school for 15 minutes and we will monitor the usage of 

the crossing.  

The media often refers to “learning from home” as “home schooling”, but there are significant 

differences which the department has outlined in its latest communication to schools and has 

requested that principals share this with their communities. I have included this advice below for your 

interest. 

Learning from home 
 
Learning from home is a school-based remote and flexible learning model. Under this model of 
learning, schools continue to support your child with learning tasks and technology support (as 
needed). They’ll remain in contact with you and your child.  
Students remain enrolled at their usual school. They do not need to be registered for home 
schooling.  
 
Home schooling 
Home schooling means:  

 the child is no longer enrolled at a school 
 the child must be registered for home schooling with the Victorian Registration and Qualifications 

Authority (VRQA)  
 a nominated parent or carer is responsible for setting the child’s educational program 
 a nominated parent or carer is responsible for making sure the child receives regular and efficient 

instruction across eight key learning areas – including English, mathematics and science 
 a nominated parent or carer is responsible for documenting how the registration requirements are 

met.  
 
Regards 
Michael  
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning-about.aspx#link105

