
From the principal’s desk 

I guess no one really minds seeing the back of this term as it has been probably the most challenging 

in living memory. Having said that, I believe that there have been some huge positives from our 

experiences. For teachers it has created the need to have a totally different perspective on how to 

teach and how to support all of the students in a remote learning situation. The enormous upward 

curve of their own learning in being able to navigate what had previously been an ‘alien’ computer 

platform challenged many, but led to new knowledge that will become part of their tool box.  

For our students it was also a challenge in developing their independence and taking on more 

responsibility for their own education. They showed a huge amount of resilience both in moving to 

remote learning and then in returning to face to face teaching mid term. The disappointments of 

having to leave mum and dad at the gate, not having our normal activities such as assemblies, visitors 

and volunteers, window sales at the canteen and no cross country or interschool sport all tested 

everyone’s resilience.  

For parents, I think that for many you were the most challenged in all of this. Needing to ensure that 

home structures were in place to provide for home learning, the demand on ICT devices and internet 

provision, the huge demand on your time when many of you were juggling working from home and 

some with the added complexity of pre-schoolers and or secondary students would certainly have 

tested your patience and level of anxiety on more than one occasion, but to see your child in a 

structured learning environment, watching the interactions on Webex, gaining a greater depth of 

understanding of how your child learns best and simply spending more time together as a family, I 

hope was a positive that you can all take from the remote learning experience. 

One of the other positives- though we might not see it as that now -  is that we have all lived through 

a time in history that will be remembered and spoken about for years to come and the experiences 

that we have gained we will pass down to the generations that are to come. Your collective sacrifices 

have meant that we have not had the experience of many other places in the world and we can all be 

thankful that we didn’t need to live through what they did.  

Due to the COVID-19 situation we needed to delay much of our Foundation Transition program which 

usually commences in term 2. Please see attached the updated program in this newsletter and, if you 

have a child who will be commencing school in 2021, please advise us so we can include you in any 

emails that are sent in relation to this. Please let any neighbours or friends who live in the area know 

about this so that they too can consider sending their child to Seaford Primary. 

Our Semester 2 reports go live on Compass this afternoon. Please take the time to read and discuss 

with your child. Parent/Teacher Interviews are planned for early term 3 which will give you an 

opportunity to further discuss your child’s progress with their teacher. As previously advised, the 

semester 1 reports are based on teacher observations and some limited assessments that your child 

has been able to complete in term 1 and in the short time they have been back. The lack of formal 

assessment being possible has meant that an “A” to “E” rating is not provided as teachers rely on both 

their own observations and a number of assessments to be confident in providing an accurate 

judgement. This rating will be provided in the semester 2 report and you will be able to see your child’s 

growth over the 12 months since the semester 2 report of 2019 

Tomorrow is the last day of term and as usual we are finishing at the early time of 2:30. Term 3 

resumes on Monday July 13th. To commence the term the current drop off and pick up arrangements 

will be in place and any changes to this will be dependent on the advice from the Department of 



Education which in turns acts on advice from the Health Department. I will provide you with an update 

very early in term 3 

This week may be your last chance to take a picture of Seaford Primary School as we all know it. Over 

the holidays there will be a large demolition program so that the only buildings still standing will be 

the Senior Learning Centre, The Early Learning Centre, The Old Red Brick Building (minus the principal 

office) and the Language Unit. For the next three terms our children will see the new Seaford Primary 

School being created – history in the making.   

Our office is being relocated to the relocatable at the western end of the school on the McRae Street 

side. Signage will direct you there. For a short time temporary toilets will be used, but it is hoped that 

the new student toilets will be completed before the start of term 4. Until the end of the works we 

will be working without a staff room which will certainly be a test for staff resilience, but I am sure we 

will work thought that without too many dramas.  

I would like to provide you all with advance notice that school council has approved Tuesday August 

11th as a pupil free day so our staff can work with Lyn Watts on our next major piece of work aligning 

the school’s writing program to our reading program through the VOICES framework.  

Have a safe and happy vacation and I look forward to seeing you all again in term 3.  

Kind regards 

Michael  

 

To all parents of children starting school in 2021. 

 

I understand that you are no doubt wanting to be able to make a decision regarding your child’s school for 2021 

– an exciting time for both you and them. In normal situations by now all parents would have had the opportunity 

to have a tour of the school, attend an information session, and in most case made your choice. Unfortunately 

2020 is not a normal situation, so my thanks to you all for your patience and understanding.  

Unless further extensions to restrictions are made by the Victorian Government or these restrictions are further 

tightened our transition program for 2021 Foundation students will be as follows: 

 

SCHOOL TOURS 

School tours will commence as from the second Tuesday of term 3 – that is, Tuesday 21st July. All of our tours 

will be personal tours and will be restricted to a maximum of two adults. Pre school children are welcome to 

attend and we encourage you to bring the child who is starting school next year along with you. Tours will run 

on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of each week with the exception of Tuesday August 11th which is a pupil 

free day at the school.  Please phone the school on 97861357 to make a school tour booking. Tours will be run 

by either myself or by my Assistant Principal, Robyn Reardon. 

 

INFORMATION EVENING 

This will be held on Tuesday July 28th at 7pm. At this stage it will be on site in our Early Learning Centre, however 

it may become a Zoom Meeting if current restrictions are still in place. You will receive an invitation in the week 

prior and if it is to be done remotely, a Zoom link will be sent by email. At this meeting you will hear from a 



A Term Like No Other! 

number of people including Charlotte Wilders, our Foundation Teacher, School Council President, Travis 

McNamara and two of our senior student leaders.  

 

PRESCHOOL VISITS 

The local Seaford Pre School will be bringing each of their 4 year old groups to the school from 9:30 – 11:00 on 

Thursday August 6th and Friday August 7th. They will spend this time in the Foundation Classroom with our 

Foundation Teacher and Support Staff. Our current Foundation Students will spend this time with their year 6 

buddies in the senior building. If your child does attend the Seaford Pre School, you do not need to attend these 

sessions. If your child does not attend Seaford Pre School, you are welcome to bring your child on one of these 

sessions. You will need to stay to look after your child.  

 

TRANSITION DAYS 

For all students enrolled to commence at Seaford Primary School in 2021, there will be three days towards the 

end of term 4 where you are asked to bring your child to school at 9:00 and pick them up at 1:15. These days 

will help prepare your child in their transition from Pre School to School. They will also get to meet and work 

with their year 6 buddy in 2021 (who will be one of your year 5 students this year). The dates set aside for this 

transition program are Tuesday 24th November, Tuesday 1st December and Tuesday 8th December. 

 

 

 

 

Our ‘Celebration Film’ is available to view on Seesaw and the Seaford Primary School 

website from tomorrow. Many thanks to all of the students and families who have shared 

their unique experiences of learning from home during isolation. We have combined these 

clips and images, with moments shared since returning to school and hope that you all enjoy 

looking back on a term which we are sure you will agree, has been like no other! 

 

 


