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Hoping that this newsletter finds you well and that the on-line learning experience you and your children 

are having is not too arduous. Please know that we understand that the situation is not ideal for any of 

us, but under the circumstances it is necessary. We have done much work in the last couple of years 

with all our students around building resilience, so the situation we have at the moment will certainly 

put the resilience of all of us to the test. 

 

History never repeats…..or does it?  
I spoke a little while ago of my mother telling me years ago of the time when schools were closed when 

she was about 7 or 8. I have been able to find an article which included the recollections of a student of 

the time (not my mother). This was published in a recent edition of a Canberra Newspaper which I have 

included here for your interest. It is something you might like to share with your children, other 

members of your family or with your friends.  

 

 

Coronavirus revives memories of polio outbreak  

…….the closures and cancellations of 2020 bring back memories of the polio epidemic in the 1930s. 

This had a catastrophic effect, particularly in Victoria and Tasmania. In 1935, when in grade four in a 

Carlton school, a pupil in my class, over the infection state but partially paralysed, was wheeled into 

class on a cane bed.  

In 1937, when I was in grade six, the epidemic worsened. Many schools closed that June. A teacher 

used to ride a bike to drop off the lessons for the week every Friday. They also dropped off our marked 

homework from the previous week. 

In Victoria, where the school leaving age was 14, there were three options at the end of grade six. You 

could stay at state school for grades seven and eight; attend junior technical school, where metalwork 

and woodwork classes were included, or alternatively, sit an entrance exam for high school where 

science, music, and languages were offered. 

At the end of 1937 I was due to sit the high school entrance exam. My teacher called at home and gave 

me instructions that I was to attend school on the day of the exam. I was ordered not to walk together 

with any other attendee on the way to school (to avoid the risk of infection). On arrival at school four 

pupils were sent to each classroom, each supervised by a teacher. Each of the four of us were placed in 

separate corners of the classroom. 

That was the level of the fear of catching this paralysing, and sometimes fatal, disease in the pre-Salk 

and Sabin vaccine days 

School Council  

 
 

‘from reality we gain 

understanding’ 
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Last week we had our first meeting of the new school council. This was held remotely which was very 

interesting, but something we got through  without too much drama. Our school council consists of 13 

members: 8 parent reps; 4 Department of Education reps and myself as Executive Officer. The 2020 

school council members are 

Parent Representatives: Travis McNamara (President), Hayley French (Vice President), Jodie Sandford; 

Lucas Zinsstag; Kellie Jo Sayer, Annabel; Kathryn Bagust and Stephen Marvin. 

Department Reps: Erica Cooper (Secretary), Robyn Reardon (Treasurer) Sharyn Stewart, David North. 

At this meeting we tabled the Annual Report for 2019 which is now on the school’s website. I encourage 

all families to have a read of the report. 

In order for the school council to fulfil its responsibilities it is necessary for us to have subcommittees, 

each with a specific role to play. The facilitator of the sub committees is a school councilor whose job 

it is to report back to school council at each meeting, and to ensure the role of the sub committee is 

fulfilled. We invite other members of the school community to volunteer to be on these sub committees, 

so if there is one (or more) that interests you, please contact the office and we will give your details to 

the facilitator who will then be in touch with you.   

Our sub committees and school council members who have nominated to be on them are: 

Finance - Robyn Reardon 

Building and Grounds - Travis McNamara, Lucas Zinstagg 

Grants - Michael Browne, David North, Lucas Zinstagg 

Communication and Marketing – Travis McNamara  

OSHC - Michael Browne 

Uniform - Lucas Zinstagg, Erica Cooper 

Fundraising - Hayley French, Annabel Clowes 

Education - Robyn Reardon, Sharyn Stewart 

Mother’s Day- Usually we have our Mother’s Day stall at the end of the week prior to the 
day (this year being Sunday May 10th) and our children are able to buy a special gift for 
mum. Sadly this will not be possible this year, so dads, you have 9 shopping days to go! 

Regards 

Michael  

 


