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Dear parents, 

With our first day of remote learning behind us, I thought I would touch base with you all to let you 

know that all of the teachers and support staff are working incredibly hard to get things up and running 

as well as we can as quickly as we can. Whilst we did have a number of families who had technical 

problems with computers and with log ins I believe we have been able to sort all of these out. From 

our perspective the See Saw platform that we are using and the various sites that children need to 

access were available for them. The majority of the children completed and uploaded learning tasks 

back to the teachers and the teachers/aides have been able to provide feedback to the children. If this 

was not your experience yesterday then please let us know as soon as possible so we can trouble 

shoot any issues.  

The school needs to provide to the department our attendance figures each day. In the remote 

learning environment that we are currently in, the main criteria for student attendance is that each 

student logs in to whatever platform the school is using to provide learning tasks. To assist us with 

that we are asking that on the first log in each morning your child sends a message to the teacher 

simply saying, “I have logged in” – for some Foundation students, parents may need to do this.    

Teachers will be in contact with parents and students on a regular basis and I know that many of you 

would already have received a call. Please know that you can send a message via See Saw to your 

child’s teacher if you want them to call you or simply if you have a question.  

We are now in the process of setting up WebEx for all students which will enable teachers to set up 

whole class, small group and individual tele conferences. As soon we have finalised all of what we 

need to do here we will send details of how to download and set up WebEx on your child’s device. We 

are hoping that this will be sometime next week. It is important that the supervising adult is present 

at any time that an individual conference is scheduled. We are using WebEx rather than apps such as 

Zoom, as it is department approved. 

Teachers will also continue to look at providing other fun activities that the children can do at home, 

that may not necessarily be curriculum related. In this environment, your child’s mental well being is 

more important than their academic progress which can be picked up later, so please do not stress 

too much about “the work”.  Your child’s teacher is there to assist so please use them. Our primary 

welfare officer, Michael Woolsey, is also a great resource, so if you have any concerns regarding your 

child’s welfare he can be contacted by emailing woolsey.michael.j@edumail.vic.gov.  

I remember my mother telling me of the time in the late 1930’s when schools were closed due to an 

outbreak of polio, so we need to be mindful that this is not the first time that our state has been in 
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this situation and we are very fortunate to have the technology that can support learning which was 

not available back then.  

Last week I published on the school’s website under the Remote Learning Tab, a communication from 

the Department of Education entitled “Learning from Home Parent Fact Sheet” This has some valuable 

information for parents in setting up routines and structures, setting up a learning environment, 

communicating with school and your child and some helpful links. If you have not had a look at that 

yet, it certainly is worth reading. 

We are all hopeful that we can get back to our normal school routine. At this point we are not 

expecting that this will be until at least term 3, but until that happens please know that our aim is the 

same as yours- to make sure that our children are safe, happy and connected. Please do not hesitate 

to contact the school if you have any concerns or questions.  

Above all, look after yourselves. 

Regards 

Michael 

 


